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1. Crop Insurance Webinars 

The objective of these webinar sessions is to help 
Pennsylvania farmers and ranchers manage risk by 
understanding crop insurance products sufficiently to make 
informed purchase decisions. 

2. Apples – Scheduled for September 19, 
2019 

The objectives for this webinar are: 

1. Provide participants with information on apples to 
help manage their risk. 

2. Present general crop insurance basic information to 
better understand the expectations of a crop 
insurance policy. 

3. How to contact and engage the services of a crop 
insurance agent. 

4. Present general Crop Hail information pertaining to 
apples. 

3. Crop Practices and Intended Use 

The actuarial documents for apples allow for Fresh and 
Processing as the intended use.  Apple crop practices 
include irrigated, non-irrigated, certified organic along with 
transitional.  

 

For types or practices not insurable in a county, consult a 
crop insurance agent about the availability of coverage 
through a written agreement.   

4. Crop Types 

The following crop types are available for coverage: 

• Varietal Group A 
• Varietal Group B 
• Varietal Group C 
• Fresh  
• Processing 

Insurable varieties for Group A are: 

1. Honeycrisp 
2. Pazazz 
3. SweeTango/Minneiska 

Insurable varieties for Group B include Cortland, Empire, 
Fuji, Gala, Jonagold, Macoun, McIntosh, Ozark Gold, Paula 
Red, Cripps Pink, Red Rome, RubyFrost, SnapDragon, and 
Zestar. 

Varietal Group A and B will include all commercially 
recognized selections and brand names, mutations, or 
sports; but, does not include hybrids created by crosses 
between the stated variety and any other varieties. 
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Insurable varieties for Group C include all other apple 
varieties not specified in Group A or B. 

5. Apple Production 

Fresh apple production: 

• That are sold, or could be sold, for human 
consumption without undergoing any change in the 
basic form, such as peeling, juicing, crushing, etc. 

• From acreage that is designated as fresh apples on 
the acreage report 

• That follow the recommended cultural practices 
generally in use for fresh apple acreage in the area 
in a manner generally recognized by ag experts 

• From certified acreage, provide verifiable records to 
support, that at least 50 percent of the production 
from acreage reported as fresh apple acreage from 
each unit, was sold as fresh apples in one or more 
of the four most recent crop years 

 
Processing apple production are apples from insurable 
acreage failing to meet the insurability requirement for 
fresh apple production that are: 
 

• Sold or could be sold for the purpose of undergoing 
a change to the basic structure such as peeling, 
juicing, crushing, etc. or 

• From acreage designated as processing apples on 
the acreage report 

6. Apple Crop Definitions 

Bin - A container that contains a minimum of 875 pounds of 
apples or another quantity as designated in the Special 
Provisions. 

Box - A container that contains 35 pounds of apples or 
another quantity as designated in the Special Provisions. 

Bushel - In all states except Colorado, 42 pounds of apples. 
In Colorado, 40 pounds of apples. 

Direct marketing - Sale of the insured crop directly to 
consumers without the intervention of an intermediary 
such as a wholesaler, retailer, packer, processor, shipper, 
buyer, or broker. Examples of direct marketing include 
selling through an on-farm or roadside stand, or a farmer's 
market, and permitting the general public to enter the field 
for the purpose of picking all or a portion of the crop. 

Harvest - The picking of mature apples from the trees or 
collecting of mature apples from the ground. Apples 

collected from the ground that cannot be sold for human 
consumption will not be considered harvested.  

Marketable - Apple production that is not damaged apple 
production. 

Russeting - A defect on the surface of the apple as described 
in the grade standards.  

Sunburn - A defect as described in the grade standards. 

7. Unit Division Guidelines 

A basic unit includes all your insurable apple acreage in the 
county in which you have 100% share or which is owned by 
one person and operated by another person on shares. 

Optional units may be established if you can provide 
separate records for each unit and may be established by 
non-contiguous land, Farm Service Agency Farm Serial 
Numbers, irrigated or non-irrigated practice or by type; 
fresh, processing, varietal Group A, B, or C. 

8. Crop Insured 

All apples in a county are insurable if: 

• A premium rate is provided by the actuarial 
documents 

• You have a share 
• That are grown on tree varieties that are adapted to 

the area 
• Acreage has produced at least 150 bushels per acre 

in 1 of the past 4 years 
• They are grown for fresh apple production or 

processing apple production 
• That are grown in an orchard that, if inspected, is 

considered acceptable by us 

9. County Availability 

Apple coverage is available in 37 counties in the state of 
Pennsylvania.  

If coverage is not available, the crop may be insurable by 
written agreement if specific criteria are met.  Contact your 
local crop insurance agent for assistance with a written 
agreement. 

10. Plan Availability 

The Actual Production History (APH) [Plan 90] is available 
for apples.  The plan provides protection against a loss in 
yield due to nearly all unavoidable, naturally occurring 
events.  The plan guarantees a yield based on the individual 
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producer’s actual production history.  The insurance 
guarantee is calculated by multiplying the approved average 
yield per acre by the elected coverage level.  An indemnity 
may be due if production is less than the guaranteed 
amount.  The price elections are established by the Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) for this plan. 

Coverage levels available for apples are 50, 55, 60, 65, 70 or 
75%. 

11. Important Dates 

• Sales Closing/Cancellation Date – November 20 
• Production/Acreage Reporting Date – January 15 
• Premium billing date – August 15 
• Contract change date – August 31 
• End of insurance date – November 5 

12. Price Elections 

• Only one price election for all the apples in the 
county may be selected unless the Special 
Provisions provide different price elections by type. 

• An established price is used to calculate your 
premium and indemnity. 

13. Causes of Loss 

The causes of loss for apples are: 

• Adverse weather conditions including hail, frost, 
freeze, wind, drought, excess precipitation and 
excess sun causing sunburn 

• Failure or irrigation water supply, if caused by an 
insured peril during the insurance period 

• Fire, unless weeds and other forms of undergrowth 
have not been controlled or pruning debris has not 
been removed from the orchard 

• Insects, but not damage due to insufficient or 
improper application of pest control measures 

• Plant disease, but not damage due to insufficient or 
improper application of disease control measures 

• Earthquake 
• Volcanic eruption 
• Wildlife 

There will be no insurance for apples against damage or loss 
of production due to inability to market the apples for any 
reason other than actual physical damage from an insurable 
cause. 

14. Duties in the Event of Damage or Loss 

If a loss occurs notify your crop insurance agent: 

• Within 72 hours of initial discovery of damage 
• If you previously gave notice of crop damage, you 

must also provide notice at least 15 days before the 
beginning of harvest to claim an indemnity; or 

• At least 3 days before the date harvest should have 
started if the crop will not be harvested 

• Leave representative samples in the field 
 
15. Insurance Period 

For new insureds, coverage begins on or after November 
21. For carryover insureds coverage begins on the day 
immediately following the end of the insurance period for 
the previous crop year. 

For all insureds, coverage ends with the earliest occurrence 
of one of the following: 

• Total destruction of the crop 
• Harvest of the insured crop 
• Final adjustment of a claim 
• Abandonment of the crop; or 
• November 5 

 

16. Relationship between RMA, AIPs, Agents 
and the Insured 

The Federal Crop Insurance Corporation’s (FCIC) role is to 
establish provisions, rules, regulations, and rates.  The Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) oversees the crop insurance 
programs, administers premium discounts and provides 
support and outreach.   

Approved Insurance Providers (AIP) contract with licensed 
agents to market crop insurance and the agent receives 
commission.  AIPs sign a reinsurance agreement with RMA 
to sell and service the crop product.  

Crop Insurance agents provide product and premium 
information to the insured.  Their responsibilities include 
collecting information pertaining to the application, 
production and acreage report.  Each agent is required to 
attend mandatory training every year for updates to the 
crop insurance program. 

The insured (farmer) must report required information as 
contained in the contract.  Premiums and fees must be paid 
by set deadlines.  It is important that farmers follow 
appropriate farming practices and timely notify the AIP in 
the event of a loss.  



© NCIS 2019 This material is funded in partnership by USDA, Risk Management Agency, under award number RM18RMETS524C019 4 

17. Finding a Crop Insurance Agent 

It is important to establish a relationship with a crop 
insurance agent to discover how to best manage your risk.  
All crop insurance products, including CAT endorsements, 
are available from private crop insurance agents. 

A list of crop insurance agents is available on the RMA 
website.  Go to the RMA website, www.rma.usda.gov/, and 
click on ‘Find an Agent’ on the top of the screen. Click on 
the highlighted RMA Agent Locator.  The user may choose 
to filter their choices by distance, specialty, language, and 
agent name.   

Contact a local crop insurance agent before November 20 
and discuss: 

 Crop insurance plans and how they fit your risk 
management needs 

 Calculating coverage and cost to determine the 
coverage that is right for you 

 Completing an application 
 

18. Basic Provision Highlights 

The Basic Provisions, generally known as the Common Crop 
Insurance Policy, details the rules and regulations set forth 
by the RMA.  Policyholders should read the policy 
thoroughly to understand the requirements and the policy 
language. 

19. Reporting Requirements for Application, 
Production Reporting and Acreage Reporting 

The farmer is required to file certain paperwork with the 
agent by the deadlines discussed earlier.  November 20 is 
the sales closing deadline and an application must be 
completed by that date to secure coverage for the crop 
year.  The application is fairly detailed and must include 
coverage plan, county/crops, coverage level, price, entity 
type and other pertinent information.   

Generally, the acreage reporting deadline for apples in 
Pennsylania is January 15.  A report of planted acreage must 
be filed with your agent by the deadline.  The number of 
acres for each insured crop/county, share in the crop, 
acreage location, farming practice and types/varieties are 
also needed in order for the acreage report to be 
submitted. 

20. Additional Crop Information 

The Optional Coverage for Fresh Fruit Quality Adjustment 
along with Yield Exclusion and Supplemental Coverage 
Option is available for apples if elected on or before sales 
closing date. 

21. Crop-Hail for Apples 

Crop-Hail coverage is available for apples in Pennsylvania.  
For details about crop-hail policy coverage, watch the Crop-
Hail webinar, presented and recorded on January 15, 2019. 

22. Summary 

It is important to contact a crop insurance agent before 
November 20 and discuss: 

 Apple coverage 
 Calculate coverage and cost to determine the 

coverage that is right for you 
 Complete an application 

23. Apples Webinar: Scheduled for September 
19, 2019 

 A recording of the webinar will be viewable after the live 
date  
at https://cropinsuranceinamerica.org/pennsylvaniacrop-
insurance-webinars/ 
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