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Meet the NCIS 1890 Scholars

By Aly Clarkson, NCIS

In 2010, the NCIS Board of Directors estab-
lished the NCIS 1890 Scholarship Program to
support eligible students at the 1890 Land Grant
Universities in completing their education and
preparing for careers in agriculture. Since its
beginning, nearly 60 students have received this
scholarship, aiding many first-generation college
students in accessing higher education.

The scholarships are $3000 spread over four
semesters during the students’ junior and se-
nior years. Recipients are well-rounded and ac-
ademically strong individuals who participate in
extracurricular activities and give back to their
communities.

The 1890 Land-Grant institutions are 19 his-
torically Black universities established under the
Second Morrill Act of 1890. The purpose of this
scholarship program is to help qualified students
at the 1890 Land Grant Universities complete
their education and prepare them for careers in
agriculture.

Miniya Miller, a recent scholarship recipient
who graduated from Fort Valley State University
in 2024, stated, “T am more than grateful for the
funds this scholarship provided me during my
time here because it allowed me to be financially
stable semester by semester”

In addition to assisting students prepare for
careers in agriculture, the scholarship program
introduces recipients to the crop insurance busi-
ness. The crop insurance industry is actively
working to increase the diversity in its workforce,
reflecting the diversity of the farmers they serve,
and the NCIS scholarship program is a key build-
ing block in preparing and delivering an educat-
ed and diverse workforce.

v
B~

18 FOURTHQUA_RfER2024

SR s KL

New scholarship recipients for
2024-2026 are:

De'Vonte Amasiani attends Fort Valley State
University and studies Agricultural Economics.
He believes in the importance of agriculture
and is eager to contribute to this industry in the
future. De'Vonte is driven by a genuine passion
for its principles and a determination to make a
difference.

De'Vonte plays on the football team for Fort
Valley State. Combining his love of the game and
his faith, he actively participates in the Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes. He served as a camp
counselor with the group and found fulfillment
by motivating others.

Delisha Carter is from New Orleans, Louisi-
ana, studying at Langston University. She is pur-
suing a degree in Agribusiness with an account-
ing minor. Her goals include working a corporate
job within the agribusiness industry, furthering
her education by obtaining a master’s degree,
and eventually starting her own real estate com-
pany with a focus on helping the homeless find
housing.

On campus, Delisha is involved in the Nation-
al Society for Minorities in Agriculture, Natural
Resources, and Related Sciences (MANNRS) and
the Agribusiness and Economics club. Addition-
ally, she was a participant in the Miss Orange and
Blue Pageant.




Matthew Odumgba is from Denmark, South
Carolina, and studies nutrition at South Carolina
State University. He is deeply passionate about
promoting health and wellness to his communi-
ty and aspires to become a community dietician.
His goal is to work as a trusted advisor, educa-
tor, and advocate for nutrition related issues,
and to make a positive impact on the health and
well-being of those around him.

Outside of the classroom, Matthew works
full-time to pay for his education expenses.
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Leah Reeves is from Houston, Texas, and is
studying Plant and Soil Science at Southern Uni-
versity. She believes it is important to address
environmental challenges as they relate to plants
and soil. Her desire is to research the intricate dy-

namics of plant and soil science and further her
education, obtaining a master’s degree.

Leah is enrolled in Honors College and ac-
tively participates in Honors Club on campus.
She has been a member of Top Jags for three
years and is a member of the Alpha Zeta Frater-
nity holding the role of Chronicler. Additionally,
she has represented the university at the Thur-
good Marshall Leadership Institute in Washing-
ton DC.

Bennika Mitchell is from Brooklyn, New York,
and studies biology at Virginia State University
(VSU). She aspires to be a pediatrician and aims
to play an active role in addressing healthcare

disparities.

She is a member of many groups on campus
including the VSU Minority Association, Biology
Club, and the National Society of Leadership and
Success. She is especially passionate about initia-
tives aimed at fostering diversity and inclusion in
STEM fields.

As daughter of immigrants from the Carib-
bean, Bennika’s upbringing and cultural heritage
serve as an inspiration to be a voice for under-
represented communities and a role model for
future generations of scholars.

Krystal Chase is from Richmond, Virginia,
and is studying agricultural business at Virginia
State University. Her goal is to help decrease the
number of food deserts in Richmond and even-
tually across the nation. One way she aims to do
this is by introducing agriculture in urban areas

so that everyone has access to fresh produce. In
addition to this, she would like to support begin-
ning farmers in establishing their farms.

Beyond the classroom, Krystal is involved
with the horticulture club and serves as the
treasurer.

In summary, the NCIS 1890 Scholarship
Program continues to be a beneficial resource
for underserved students, providing them with
financial support to further their academic and
professional endeavors. As the program expands,
it will certainly contribute to a more diverse and
skilled workforce in the agriculture sector.

The purpose of this scholarship
program is to help qualified
students at the 1890 Land Grant
Universities complete their
education and prepare them for
careers in agriculture.



