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The NCIS 1890 Scholarship Program stands 
as a beacon of opportunity, empowering academ-
ically strong and community-minded individuals 
to pursue their dreams and shape the future of 
the agricultural industry.

The scholarship recipients are not only distin-
guished by their achievements in the classroom, 
but also by their commitment to giving back, 
embodying a sense of citizenship that extends 
far beyond campus borders. The NCIS program, 
established to support students at the 19 histor-
ically Black universities founded under the Sec-
ond Morrill Act of 1890, is more than a financial 
award; it is a catalyst for personal and profession-
al growth, and a key driver in building a diverse, 
educated workforce that mirrors the farmers 
NCIS serves.

The impact of this support is captured in the 
words of Jaylen Williams, a recent scholarship re-
cipient who graduated from Tuskegee University:

“Thanks to your scholarship, I have been 
able to focus more on my studies. I can con-
fidently say that the financial relief provided 
by your scholarship has allowed me to make 
the most of my academic experience. Your 
commitment to supporting students like me 
has also inspired me to continue working dil-
igently to achieve my career goals in the agri-
cultural industry. I am excited to contribute 
to this field in the future, and your belief 
in my potential has motivated me to work 
even harder. Thank you once again for your 
support. I truly appreciate the impact this 
scholarship has had on my education and 
my future. I look forward to the opportunity 
to pay forward the kindness and generosity I 
have received.”

With $3,000 awarded over four semesters 
during their junior and senior years, the NCIS 
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1890 Scholarship Program is not only helping 
students like Jaylen achieve financial stability but 
also inspiring them to reach new heights and give 
back to their communities. As these outstanding 
students head towards careers in agriculture, 
their journeys highlight the lasting importance 
of nurturing talent and supporting the next 
generation.

New Scholarship 
Recipients for  
2025-2027 are: 

Diamond Hayes is from Lorman, MS, attends 
Alcorn State University and is studying Agri-
cultural Economics. Diamond loves reading 
and cherishes quality time with her family and 
friends. Her long-term professional goal is to 
contribute to the advancement of sustainable 
agriculture and promote economic growth in 
rural communities. Diamond hopes her future 
career enables her to analyze agricultural mar-
kets, provide guidance to farmers and agribusi-
nesses, and influence policies that support food 

security and economic development.
Gabriella Falconer is majoring in Water Re-

source Management and minoring in Business at 
Central State University (OH). She is a member 
of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and coach for 
the Akron (OH) Inner City Soccer Club. Gabri-
ella aims to develop innovative solutions to water 
scarcity, pollution, and climate change impacts. 
She is particularly interested in exploring how 
sustainable practices can be integrated into urban 
and agricultural water systems to enhance resil-
ience and efficiency.

Lauren Bell, who is from West Hartford, CT, 
attends Delaware State University working on 
an Agriculture major with a concentration in 
Pre-Veterinary Science. She is also minoring in 
Chemistry. Lauren is a board member of the Pre-
Vet Club and a member of several other organi-
zations, including MANRRS and the National 
Council of Negro Women. Her goal is to own 
and operate a multi-functional animal care cen-
ter. The care center would be a vet clinic that also 
operates as an animal shelter.

Harmony Person attends Florida A&M Uni-
versity, where she is studying Plant and Soil 
Science. Harmony is especially interested in the 
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connection between agriculture and oral health. 
Her goal is to become an orthodontist and open 
her own practice. She envisions a dental practice 
that goes beyond the chair – where patients leave 
with healthier smiles and a deeper awareness 
about the connection between soil, food, and 
overall health. Outside of school, Harmony en-
joys reading, traveling, and exploring the beach. 

Jasiah Clay is from Lexington, Kentucky, and 
attends Kentucky State University majoring in 
Agribusiness and Management. He is on the 
Kentucky State University football team and is 
also involved in the Student Government Asso-
ciation and the National Society of Leadership 
and Success. Jasiah’s immediate goals are to 
increase his GPA to a 4.0 and to participate in 
more internships before he graduates with his 
bachelor’s degree.

Courtnay Williams attends Lincoln University 
studying Agricultural Business. Originally from 
Dallas, TX, Courtnay participates in the Agri-
culture Club, MANRRS, and plays football. His 
short-term educational goal is to gain a strong 
foundation in agricultural science, soil and crop 
management, and agribusiness. Professional-

ly, Courtnay aims to work either in agricultural 
research or development, possibly with a gov-
ernment agency, non-profit, or international 
organization. He hopes to contribute to projects 
that help small-scale farmers improve yield and 
efficiency while reducing environmental impact. 
He is also interested in policy making and would 
like to eventually help shape agricultural policies 
that support both farmers and the environment.

Courtnie Welch is from Katy, TX, and attends 
Prairie View A&M University, where she is study-
ing Agricultural Business. She recently spent a 
semester abroad in St. Croix, exploring aquacul-
ture and sustainable farming practices firsthand. 
She also runs a smoothie business called “Court’s 
Cups” that blends her love for health, wellness, 
and entrepreneurship. Courtnie’s goals include 
attending law school to dive deeper into agricul-
tural law and land ownership. One of her biggest 
dreams is to work for the USDA. She aspires to 
help protect land rights, support rural communi-
ties, and ensure land ownership stays accessible 
for future generations.

Kayla Cooper is from Lawrenceville, Georgia, 
and attends Tennessee State University, major-

ing in Agricultural Business. She serves as the 
MANNRS secretary and has been on multiple 
service-learning trips, one to Zion National Park 
and another to Senegal. Additionally, Kayla was a 
2025 NCIS summer intern. Her educational goal 
is to graduate with a degree in Agricultural Busi-
ness while maintaining a strong GPA. Profession-
ally, she aspires to work in a role that allows her 
to support mid-sized farms through consulting 
or resource development. Eventually, she plans to 
launch her own agribusiness, potentially in nurs-
ery crop production, with integrated services 
like transportation and storage to help producers 
reach consumers more efficiently.

Kyla Hardrick is from Slidell, Louisiana, and 
attends Tuskegee University majoring in Agri-
business. She participates in BCM, a Bible study 
group at Tuskegee University, and volunteers. 
Her educational goals include graduating Sum-
ma cum laude with a 4.0 GPA. Later she hopes 
to attend law school. Professionally, Kyla seeks to 
pursue a career that intersects agriculture with 
law as an attorney. She is open to specializing 
in agricultural, environmental, business, or land 
use law.
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